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What sort of albums did you have in your collection in your
youth.

Surprise, surprise, punk & skinhead music. | was a massive Oi! fan
(still am ) and the first record | bought (in 1981) was The Sex Pistols
'God save The Queen' and my second was The Exploited 'Dead
Cities'. Although | have to admit to being a big Adam Ant fan and a
closet Gary Numan fan!
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What did you do when you left
school and how and when did
you become a music promoter

When | left school | joined a
travelling fair but soon came back
and became a tyre fitter. | did this
for a year before going off the rails
for two years, in and out of various
jobs and many a run in with the
police. In 1990 | started work at the
Little Chef in Widford and stayed
there for two years. It was at this
time ( or slightly before ) | had
been doing mail order records
which led me into doing a punk/QOi!
fanzine called Welcome To The
Real World which ran for 5 issues
and was distributed all over the
world. | also did a little bit of writing
for Metal Hammer magazine who
were doing a punk section. Whilst
doing this I got to interview all my
heroes such as Cock Sparrer, Glen
Matlock, Sham 69, The Last
Resort, Splodge and also met
some great people. | remember
interviewing Ronnie Thomas from
the Heavy Metal Kids and we went
for a meal on Carnaby Street and |
felt like | had met royalty. That was
one of my best interviews but |
could do so much better now.

| started going to the Stick of Rock
in Bethnal Green that was run by
Steve Bruce, the drummer with
Cock Sparrer sometimes | stayed
there for the weekend seeing all
types of bands. | then thought to
myself why was | here in London
when | could promote a venue in
Chelmsford and bring the bands to
the towns so | set to work on
achieving this goal. This was 1992
and | originally booked
Chelmsford’s YMCA for a Heavy
Metal Kids, show with their new
singer 'Dave Demarco, gig for
December 11th 1992 but switched
to the A&N and the rest is history!
In fact the first band | booked was
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'normal’ pubs before retiring in 2007. | dont miss pubs or running a live
music venue.

What music do you listen to now and do you still go to live music
gigs.

| still like to listen to range of music from AC/DC. Elvis to Johnny
Cash. Also this year | will be attending the Rebellion Punk Festival in
Blackpool.

Maurice Hyde

E-Mail Chelmsford Rocks'!

chelmsfordrocks@yahoo.co.uk

COMM ENTS (new March 2010)
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Click Here To View Guest Book

Click here to see Chelmsford Corn Exchange gig listings history, compiled from
archive local newspaper adverts and reports. Also comments and memories
from people who played at the Corn Exchange and who had attended gigs at the
now demolished venue.

facebook
CLICK HERE

TO JOIN OUR
FACEBOOK
GROUP
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